248     MARIA   THERESA   OF   AUSTRIA
approach to the Black Sea and the Crimea. After decades
of effort, by the Peace of Kainardji in 1774, Catherine
finally succeeded in realising this ambition.
The European outlook was none too favourable for
Austria. Catherine's victories over the Turks made it
seem probable that she would eventually annex Turkish
territory as well as Poland, and it was obvious that the
Austrian provinces near the Turkish frontier would be
her next temptation. The thought that parts of her
Empire were coveted by the Russians, that Frederick
might join Catherine, made Maria Theresa feel distinctly
uncomfortable. Her hatred of Frederick had not abated
with the years, nor did she hope to reconquer Silesia,
but she decided that it was now politically impera-
tive to establish more friendly relations with the King
of Prussia. Maria Theresa realised that in view of
Catherine's obvious rise to power, it would be wiser to
win Frederick as a friend. Then in case this should
prove necessary in the future, Prussia and Austria would
be ready to join forces against Russia.
Joseph was dissatisfied with his mother's policy of
watchful waiting, with her inclination merely to protect
the territories which were already hers. He seemed to
overlook the difficulties of the European situation, and
he thought that if he acted quickly, Austria might acquire
new provinces while the general uncertainty prevailed
On this occasion Joseph lived up to a remark once made
about him by the King of Prussia. Frederick had said that
" unfortunately for himself, Joseph is a young man who
always takes the second step before he takes the first.'*
Joseph suggested to his mother that instead of
bringing about a vague and platonic friendship with:
Frederick it would, be advantageous to Austria to fona
an active affiance with Prussia, an<J the** to

